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SUB J : CARLETONVILLE SHOOTINGS 

REF: GABORONE 1328 (NOTAL) 

1. GOB OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT RELEASED FOLLOWING STATEMENT 
AT 1600 GMT ON FRIDAY 14 SEPTEMBER CONCERNING SHOOTING 
OF MINIERS AT CARLETONVILLE. GEGIN TEXT: THE BOTSWANA 
GOVERNMENT HAS LEARNT WITH DEEP SHOCK OF THE KILLING BY 
THE SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE AT CARLETONVILLE MINE OF ELEVEN 
AFRICAN MINERS, AMONG THEM TWO CITIZENS OF BOTSWANA 
THE GOVERNMENT DEPLORES THE FACT THAT NEITHER THE MINE 
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THE BOTSWANA AUTHORITIES THAT THE VICITIMS INCLUDED BOTSWANA 
CITZENS. IT WAS AFTER HEARING A REPORT ON THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
GOVERNMENT RADIO THAT THE BOTSWANA AUTHORITIES DIRECTED 
EQUIRIES TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT AND THE MINE 
OWNERS. OFFICIAL CONCIRMATION OF THE DEATHS AND THE NAMES 
OF THE DECEASED WERE RECIEVED IN GOBORONE LATE THIS MORNING, 
THREE DAYS AFTER THE SHOOTING. IT IS A SAD COMMENTARY ON THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN SOCIETY THAT ELEVEN MEN SHOULD HAVE LOST THEIR 
LIVES FOR NO OTHER REASON THAN THEY, DENIED OF ANY BARGAINING 
MACHINERY WERE MOVED BY A DEEP SENSE OF FRUSTRATION TO 
DEMONSTRATE AGAINST THE DISCRIMINATORY TERMS OF THEIR 
EMPLOYMENT. BOTSWANA HAS REPEATEDLY EXPRESSED ITS FEARS 
THAT THE CONTINUED DENIAL OF FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS TO 
THE BLACK MAN BY THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT WILL RESULT 
IN VIOLENCE. END TEXT. 

2. GOB OFFICIALS HAVE PRIVATELY EXPRESSED THEIR DISPLEASURE 
WITH BOTH SAG AND THE MINE OWNERS-ANGLO AMERICAN - OVER 
THEIR FAILURE TO PROMPTLY NOTIFY GOB OF THE INCIDENT AND 
PROVED FULL DETAILS. THEY NOTE THAT ANGLO AMERICAN HAS 
EXTENSIVE INVESTMENTS IN BOTSWANA AND ADD THAT ANGLO'S 
FAILURE TO RESPONDE TO GOB QUERIES MAY HAVE DAMAGED RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THE TWO BODIES. ON FIRDAY, 14 SEPT ANGLO AMERICAN/ 

DE BEERS ANNOUNCED THAT THEY WOULD ESTABLISH A PUBLIC 
RELATIONS OFFICE IN GABORONE IN OCTOBER. ONE SENIOR GOB 
OFFICIAL NOTED THAT SUCH OFFICE WOULD BE NEEDED TO REPAIR 
ANGLO S IMAGE AND ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH GOB. NELSON 
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